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* ALETTER OF PAUL TO THE EPHESIANS 4« | ""ﬁi Rk &%

'1 - One of Paul's “prison” letters :'t | f_T_ b ; . y
. Probably written around the year AD 60 from Rome L T |
- The "quintessence” of Paul's theology

- Reconciliation with God and with one another
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Two cultural issues ... offer an explanation: patrilineal descent and identity in the community.

(1) The concept of patrilineal descent resulted in males being considered the representatives of

the clan and the ones through whom clan identity was preserved (as, e.g., the wife took on the
tribal and clan identity of her husband). (2) Individuals found their identity more in the clan
and the community than in a concept of self. Decisions and commitments were made by the
family and clan more than by the individual. The rite of passage represented in circumcision

marked each male as entering a clan committed to the covenant, a commitment that he would
then have the responsibility to maintain. If this logic holds, circumcision would not focus on
individual participation in the covenant as much as on continuing communal participation.

The community is structured around patrilineal descent, so the sign on the males marks
the corporate commitment of the clan from generation to generation.

Keener, Craig S., and John H. Walton, eds. NIV Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible:
Bringing to Life the Ancient World of Scripture. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2016.



EPHESIANS 2:11-22

Il T'herefore, remember that formerly you, gentiles in
the flesh, the ones being called “uncircumcision” by the
so-called “circumcision,” which 1s performed in the
flesh by human hands,!? [remember| that you were at
that time without Christ, alienated from the citizenship
of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise,

having no hope and God-less in the cosmos.



EPHESIANS 2:11-22

13 But now 1n Christ Jesus you, the ones formerly far
off, have been brought near in the blood of Christ.
14 For he himself 1s our peace, the one who made both
groups into one, having destroyed the dividing wall of
the barrier, the hostility between them, by his flesh...



EPHESIANS 2:11-22

1> having invalidated the Law of commandments
contained 1n decrees, so that in himself he might create
the two groups into one new people, thus establishing
peace, 1 and that he might reconcile both groups into
one body to God through the cross, having killed the
hostility in him [or by 1t—the cross].



EPHESIANS 2:11-22

17 [Quoting Isa 57:19] And having come, he heralded

peace to you, the ones far oft [gentiles|, and peace to
those who are near | Jews as well—the gospel 1s for
both, Acts 15:10]; 18so that through him we both

have access 1n one Spirit to the Father.



Temple Comgplex Architectural Plan

The Nicancr Gate divided the westem Court of the [saelives
(where Jewish men could cbsence temale proceedings) from
the eastem Court of the Wamen, Women were aliowed to |

The altar of bumé sacrifices stood in the Temple

The Sanhedrin came out ta teach the 4 7 ¥ szand in the scuthem side af the Mcanor Gate and watch as
. : Court. To the west of & stood the brass ke

?eonlt- from the Scriptures on this terace {for priestly washings) and 1o the north the saorifices for ther purification were made (Lute 2:22-24)
G ] g Uit 6 PRI place of riual animal slaughter e ——
Tabernacles i may have been here that "
the 12-year-old Jesus wars Found by his 0 10 20 MO S0 BOO

g ¥ = ! i l el ] | H|
Parents, “sining among n.e ‘mﬁﬂi The Chamber of the Lepers weas where - - L X |u|n 159 W
istening to them and asking them procedures for lepees who had been healed

questions” (Luke 2:45) were handled (f, Matt. 8:4; Mark 1:44;

Each of the four massive lamgrstands
{85 feet /26 m high) in the Count of
the Women had 2 ladder by which
to reach the four gaklen bowk 1o
provide lighting at night

The Chamber of Hean
Ssone housed the
Sanbeckin council until
¢ A, 30.

These colonnaces contained 13 wumpet-shaped
beeees imto wiach pecple put thelr menetary offedngs
fict Luke 21:1-4; this was called “the treasury” {see
Mark 12,41, John B:20). The chigf priests did not
allow Judas's blood money to be put in the treasury
iMatt, 27:6)

The soveg (2 low, latticed screen or raling)
separated the temple courts fram the Coun of
the Gentiles, prohibiting Genbles or non-purfed
leves from entry. Even Herod himsslf was unable
10 pass this point. Some riepreters beliese that
Paud Aluded 1o this rilng when he spoke of
“the dividing wall of hastility” abakshed by Christ
{Eph. Z:14)

Eastermn Gabe

The Couwrt of the Women was a 233 feet (7! m square courtyard, capable of
halding up 1o 6,000 worshipers o 8 tme, 115 name does nol ndicase tha it
was restrcied ta women, but that they weee nof permitted %0 enter further into
the temple courts. Their presence was nomally restricted 1o the balconies abave
the colornades. In this court, the Infant Jesus was met by Simeon and Anna the

The Chamber of the Nazirites was whese a prophetess {Luke 2:25-38)
Mazirite would being his sacrifices upan
completion cf his vow,




EPHESIANS 2:11-22

20 having been built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being
the cornerstone,?!in whom the entire structure,
being joined together, grows into a holy temple in
the Lord,2?1n whom you also are being built

together as a dwelling of God 1n the Spirit.
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stibide was 30 feet (5.1 m) wide

Two omate wooden doors, overlaid with The nave had clerestory 13 feet (4.6 m) deep (1 Kings 6:3; Temple Architectural Plan [ 103 I 10 i
bl marie b i ¢ s el . ant sh ,. Chean, 3:4)
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and the one on the south was

“lachin™ {1 Kings 7:21; . 2 Cheon. 3:17

The broree ahtar for bumt offerings was
15 feet (4.6 m) Megh an et 91 m
long and wide {cf. 2 Cheon. 4:1)

o omate uu):rlon, foldin :1 doors,

The inrey sanctuany (o
my cube (1 Kings 6:15-2%;

00MS weere ofen plevated in wengies of the ancient Nea

East. Two massive :r'Lj-': chendbim ">J3j on ﬂm’ Sige of

the ok, each 15

wangepans (1 King

The nave {or Holy a0E) Wt G0 1] feet

191 m) wide (1 Kings 6:15 It cortaired
the gofden atar of incense; the golden table for the bread of the
Presence; and 10 gokden lampstands, five on the north and five on e

the sounth {1 Kings T:48—49: ¢f J .h,ul 4:7)

The “sea™ was a metal basin 7.5 feet (2.3 mi) high and

";- 144.6 ml in diameter. It heid 12,000 gallons

{42 1!1 |iers g for the piests 1o wash in It was
':.r;cnrl:l by 12 bronze cwen in sets of three, facing in
ian (1 Kings 7:23-26; <f. 2 Cheon, §:2-5)

Ten bronze wheeled stands, aach helding

a |arge basin, contained wate

the anma pans that wee weed l"l rrFDJ.‘i
offerings (1 Kings 7:27-36
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Temple Complex Architectural Plan

The Chamber of the Hearth was the buliding
which housed priests who served when their
division 'was an dury (cf, Zechariah in Luke 1:8)

Herod's Temple

The Nicancr Gate divided the westem Court of the Isaelites
(where Jewish men could cbsene temale proceedings) from
the eastem Court of the Wamen, Women were aliowed to
czand in the southem side af the Mcanor Gae and watch as
sacrifices fior ther purification were made [Luke 2:22-24)
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The altar of bumé sacrifices stood in the Temple
Court. To the west of % stood the brass laves
{ior pestly washings) and 1o the north the
place of ritual animal daughter
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The: Sanhednin came out ta teach the
peaple from the Soriptures on this termace
{Hb. he) during the Feants of Passover and
Tabernacles i may have been here that
the 12-year-old Jesus wars found by his
PATEALS, "SI among the teaches,
istening to them and asking them
questions” (Lube 2;35)
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The Chamber of the Lepers was where
procedures for lapers who had been healed
were handled (df Matt. 8:4; Mark 1:44;
Luke 5,14}
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Exch ol the four massive lamgstands
— (86 feet/26 m high) in the Court af
S — the Women had a ladder try which
1o reach the four gaklen bowks 1o
provide lighting at night
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The Chamber of Hewn
sone housed the
Sanbeckin council until
¢ A, 30.

These colonnaces contained 13 wumpet-shaped
beeees imto wiach pecple put thelr menetary offedngs

The soveg (2 low, latticed screen ot raiing) (it Luke 21; 1—4Y; this was called “the treasury” [see

separated the temple caurts from the Coun of
the Gentiles, prohibiting Genbles or non-purfed
lewes from enary, Even Herod himsalf was unable
1o pass this point. Some rserpreters beliese that
Paud alluded % this railing when he spoke of
“the dividing wall of hastility” abakshed by Christ
{Eph. 2:14)

The Chamber of the Nazirites was where a
Nazrite would bring his sacrifices upan
completion of his vow,

Mark 12:41; John 8:20), The chisf priests did not
allow Judas's blood money to be put in the treasury

fMatt. 27:5)
Eastern Gabe

The Couwrt of the Women was a 233 feet (7! m square courtyard, capable of
halding up 1o 6,000 worshipers af 8 time, 115 name does nal indicase that it
was restrcied ta women, but that they weee nof permitted %0 enter further into
the termple courts. Their presence 'was namally restricked (0 the balconies above
the cofonnades. In this court, the infant Jesus was met by Simean and Arna the
prophetess (Luke 2:25-38)




“No alien may enter within
the balustrade around the
sanctuary and the enclosure.
Whoever is caught, on himself |
shall he put blame for the
death which will ensue.”
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