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THE SEASONS OF THE
CHRISTIAN CALENDAR

CYCLEOF \ Advent: Anticipation

LIGHT Christmas: Incarnation
: GOD , ;
THE A with us Epiphany: Revelation

ORDINARY [ © [ STORY | STORY
TIME OF THE | OF THE
CHURCH | CHRIST

CYCLE OF Lent: Crucifixion

LIFE

GOD
for us

Easter: Resurrection

Pentecost: Ascension

-------------------------------------------------

Trinity: Magnification

CYCLE OF
LOVE

GOD

(e ARE HeRE) Sy Kine Conclizigl’

Ordinary Time: Mission







THE STORY OF THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES

PRIMORDIAL HISTORY
THE PATRIARCHS — 400 YEARS
THE EXODUS — 40 YEARS

THE PROMISED LAND — 300 YEARS
THE UNITED MONARCHY — 120 YEARS
THE DIVIDED MONARCHY — 350 YEARS

THE BABYLONIAN EXILE — 70 YEARS

THE SECOND TEMPLE PERIOD — 400 YEARS



12 Judges (Military & Civic Leaders)

in the Book of Judges
Othniel, Judges 3:7-11 Jair, Judges 10:3-5
Ehud, Judges 3:12-30 Jephthah, Judges 10:6-12:7
Shamgar, Judges 3:31 Ibzan, Judges 12:8-10
Deborah, Judges 4-5 Elon, Judges 12:11-12
Gideon, Judges 6-8 Abdon, Judges 12:13-15

Tola, Judges 10:1-2 Samson, Judges 13-16
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Fudges 6:1-10

t The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord,
and for seven years he gave them into the hands of
the Midianites. 2 Because the power of Midian was

so oppressive, the Israelites prepared shelters for
themselves in mountain clefts, caves and strongholds.



Fudges 6:1-10

3 Whenever the Israelites planted their crops,
the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern
peoples invaded the country. 4 They camped on
the land and ruined the crops all the way to
Gaza and did not spare a living thing for Israel,
neither sheep nor cattle nor donkeys.



Fudges 6:1-10

5 They came up with their livestock and their tents
like swarms of locusts. It was impossible to count
them or their camels; they invaded the land to
ravage it. ¢ Midian so impoverished the Israelites
that they cried out to the Lord for help.



Fudges 6:1-10

7 When the Israelites cried out to the Lord because
of Midian, 8 he sent them a prophet, who said, “This
is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: [ brought
you up out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.

9 | rescued you from the hand of the Egyptians.”



Fudges 6:1-10

“And I delivered you from the hand of all your
oppressors; | drove them out before you and gave you
their land. 10 I said to you, ‘1 am the Lord your God;
do not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose
land you live. But you have not listened to me.”
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FJudges 6:11-24

11 The angel of the Lord came and sat down under
the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the
Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat
in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites. » When
the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said,
“The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.”



FJudges 6:11-24

13 “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but if
the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to us?
Where are all his wonders that our ancestors told us
about when they said, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up out
of Egypt?’ But now the Lord has abandoned us and
given us into the hand of Midian.”



WE OFTEN BLAME GOD

FOR OUR FAILURES
AND TAKE GREDIT
FOR HIS VICTORIES




FJudges 6:11-24

14 The Lord turned to him and said, “Go in the
strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s
hand. Am I not sending you?”

15 “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but how
can | save Israel? My clan is the weakest in
Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.”



FJudges 6:11-24

16 The Lord answered, “I will be with you, and you will
strike down all the Midianites, leaving none alive.”

17 Gideon replied, “If now I have found favor in your
eyes, give me a sign that it is really you talking to
me. 18 Please do not go away until I come back and
bring my offering and set it before you.”



FJudges 6:11-24

And the Lord said, “I will wait until you return.”

19 Gideon went inside, prepared a young goat, and from

an ephah of flour he made bread without yeast. Putting

the meat in a basket and its broth in a pot, he brought
them out and offered them to him under the oak.



FJudges 6:11-24

20 The angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and
the unleavened bread, place them on this rock, and
pour out the broth.” And Gideon did so. 2 Then the
angel of the Lord touched the meat and the unleavened
bread with the tip of the staff that was in his hand.



FJudges 6:11-24

Fire flared from the rock, consuming the meat and the
bread. And the angel of the Lord disappeared. 22 When
Gideon realized that it was the angel of the Lord, he
exclaimed, “Alas, Sovereign Lord! I have seen the angel
of the Lord face to face!”



FJudges 6:11-24

23 But the Lord said to him, “Peace! Do not be
afraid. You are not going to die.”

24 So Gideon built an altar to the Lord there and
called it The Lord Is Peace. To this day it stands
in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.
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Fudges 7:1-3

1 Early in the morning, Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon)
and all his men camped at the spring of Harod.
The camp of Midian was north of them in the valley

near the hill of Moreh. 2 The Lord said to Gideon,
“You have too many men.”



Fudges 7:1-3

‘I cannot deliver Midian into their hands, or Israel
would boast against me, ‘My own strength has
saved me. 3 Now announce to the army, ‘Anyone
who trembles with fear may turn back and leave
Mount Gilead.” So twenty-two thousand men left,
while ten thousand remained.
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_ Former Crypto Founder

" Brian Guan “Pretends God Is *

Real” for 30 Days: “Practice
First, Let Faith Catch Up”
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