


In those days Caesar Augustus issued a
decree that a census should be taken of the
entire Roman world. (This was the first
census that took place while Quirinius was
governor of Syria.) And everyone went to
their own town to register.



S0 Joseph also went up from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem
the town of David, because he belonged to
the house and line of David. He went there
to register with Mary, who was pledged to
be married to him and was expecting a child.



While they were there, the time came for
the baby to be born, and she gave birth to
her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in
cloths and placed him in a manger, because
there was no guest room available for them.






Tell all the truth but tell it slant —
Success in Circuit lies

Too bright for our infirm Delight
The Truth's superb surprise

As Lightning to the Children eased
With explanation kind

The Truth must dazzle gradually
Or every man be blind —






Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.”

And the Lord said, “I will cause all my
goodness to pass in front of you, and I will
proclaim my name, the Lord, in your presence.
I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy,
and I will have compassion on whom I will have
compassion. But,” he said, “you cannot see my
face, for no one may see me and live.”






As [Saul] neared Damascus on his
journey, suddenly a light from heaven
flashed around him. He fell to the Sround
and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul,
why do you persecute me?”

“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.



“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,”

he replied. “Now get up and go into the city,
and you will be told what you must do.”

The men traveling with Saul stood there

speechless; they heard the sound but did
not see anyone.



Saul got up from the ground, but when
he opened his eyes he could see
nothing. So they led him by the hand
into Damascus. For three days he was
blind, and did not eat or drink anythinsg.






The Word became flesh and made
his dwelling among us. We have
seen his glory, the glory of the
one and only Son, who came from
the Father, full of grace and truth.






