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WE ARE HERE

THE SEASONS OF THE

CHRISTIAN GALENDAR

Advent: Anticipation

Christmas: Incarnation ) THE
Epiphany: Revelation IJH%IIIIIGQHY *. :FT m

CHURCH

Lent: Crucifixion
Easter: Resurrection
Pentecost: Ascension

Ordinary Time: Mission



» A tangible sense of peace for a
generation with unprecedented anxiety.

» A restorative sense of belonging for a
generation amidst an epidemic of loneliness.

» An authentic hope for a generation
marked by depression.

* A leadership emphasizing é)rotectlve
humility for a %eneratlon eply hurt
by the abuse of religious power.

» A focus on participatory adoration
for an age of digital distraction.
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JOHN 9:1-41

As he went along, he saw a man blind from
birth. His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was

born blind?”



JOHN 9:1-41

“Neither this man nor his parents

sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so
that the works of God might be displayed in
him. As long as it 1s day, we must do the
works of him who sent me. Night is coming,
when no one can work. While I am in the
world, I am the light of the world.”



JOHN 9:1-41

After saying this, he spit on the ground,
made some mud with the saliva, and put it
on the man’s eyes. “Go,  he told him, “wash
in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means
“Sent”). So the man went and washed, and
came home seeing.




JOHN 9:1-41

His neighbors and those who had formerly
seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same
man who used to sit and beg?”

Some claimed that he was.

Others said, "No, he only looks like him.”

But he himself insisted, "I am the man.”



JOHN 9:1-41

"How then were your eyes opened?” they asked.
He replied, "The man they call Jesus made some
mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to
Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and
then I could see.”

“Where is this man?” they asked him.

‘T don’t know, he said.




JOHN 9:1-41

They brought to the Pharisees the man who
had been blind. Now the day on which Jesus
had made the mud and opened the man's
eyes was a Sabbath. Therefore the Pharisees
also asked him how he had received his
sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man
replied, “and I washed, and now I see.”




JOHN 9:1-41

Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not
from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.”
But others asked, "How can a sinner perform
such signs?” So they were divided.



JOHN 9:1-41

Then they turned again to the blind man,
“What have you to say about him? It was
your eyes he opened.”

The man replied, "He is a prophet.”



JOHN 9:1-41

They still did not believe that he had been
blind and had received his sight until they
sent for the man’s parents. “Is this your son?”
they asked. “Is this the one you say was born
blind? How is it that now he can see?”



JOHN 9:1-41

"We know he is our son,” the parents
answered, and we know he was born
blind. But how he can see now, or who
opened his eyes, we don't know. Ask him.
He is of age; he will speak for himself.”



JOHN 9:1-41

His parents said this because they were
afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already
had decided that anyone who acknowledged
that Jesus was the Messiah would be put
out of the synagogue. That was why his
parents said, "He is of age; ask him.”



JOHN 9:1-41

A second time they summoned the man who had
been blind. "Give glory to God by telling the
truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.”
He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I
don't know. One thing I do know. I was blind
but now I see!”



JOHN 9:1-41

Then they asked him, “"What did he do to

you? How did he open your eyes?”

He answered, "1 have told you already and
you did not listen. Why do you want to hear
it again? Do you want to become his

disciples too?”



JOHN 9:1-41

Then they hurled insults at him and said,
“You are this fellow’s disciple! We are
disciples of Moses! We know that God
spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we
don’t even know where he comes from.”



JOHN 9:1-41

The man answered, "Now that is remarkable!

You don't know where he comes from, yet he
opened my eyes. We know that God does not
listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person
who does his will. Nobody has ever heard of
opening the eyes of a man born blind. If this
man were not from God, he could do nothing.”



JOHN 9:1-41

To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin
at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they
threw him out.

Jesus heard that they had thrown him out,
and when he found him, he said, "Do you
believe in the Son of Man?”



JOHN 9:1-41

“Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so

that I may believe in him.”

Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact,
he is the one speaking with you.”

Then the man said, "Lord, I believe,” and he
worshiped him.



JOHN 9:1-41

Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into
this world, so that the blind will see and
those who see will become blind.”

Some Pharisees who were with him heard
him say this and asked, “What? Are we

blind too?”



JOHN 9:1-41

Jesus said, "If you were blind, you would not
be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you
can see, your guilt remains.
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The Disciples: 1 question

X Y The Neighbors: 3 questions

- The Pharisees: 8 questions
i




= e —

> et R i £ AL EE SF R TS BF AR T g, ..._.,..n .....?r.. 5 g :_Bm S S r.ﬂ,.mxu Iaﬁ..r.._. :ﬁ?l,r...n

Ll F L ’ ___...‘. ;
iy

' r..vn. ..rhbw.h-_n .ﬂ.i!ﬁw._rm.r..l:itri;#.iﬂ.!# Fi ,f;..-x...,..;_l a3\ W ¥ 1N % ._:.._&.. = PN

'.h:-wﬂ"" >

..u
. ... .._.1-.
1 » o - -
= 7 ’ —._x.. <
1 - |
= | v
....C.* ..mn_..h_.._
- - 3
'y e
n.., - “.H .ﬂ.
e Z 3
,M...._....a. _. ’
i _.r u_...q__.
o ¥
- .Jx‘ i
Lo ™» o B
Y e
T R
] __.u....J- ”..‘;_._ i X
..“-.......mh..u f..r..u.l.__l..“ ._-._|
2 =3
o = s
e o
s, =
i} E 2 ¥
oY .. 2
A &%
[ < ..“ 2
e S e
q."n...._:.wp_ g
ig1 = l
T i
Rl 4
o e 5
. - A
= o
3 v
..WM m_,-...v
_1.}-_: # 1
Py
._r#.
|
_.1-.
...._-_ V
e e— - 7 _.,. , p_....m_..,,”. I
N s N S ., I?ﬂ.m%# :?,. ﬂ.x._“.._ ?ﬁj:? 2 w., ] n ~oNN7 .
. " uI e Vel L
& .h-.”W.. \F.H:Wﬂﬁh Y .h-.w ... ‘A/W.. *..___.- ‘.h \rlv.._.- ..n__v. . ﬂ, AP




This may yet be the best litmus to
identify a life reflecting the way of
Jesus: are you willing to endure the
scorn of the religious because of
your association with the unlovable?
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. of the Worship Center at the end of the service.




